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these acts, not punishment. The offender is not regarded as a hardened
criminal.
Although there is reason for discouragement in the slowness of progress
made in changing court procedure, there is some room for encouragement in
the increasing utilization of psychiatry in examining offenders. In 1914 u
the Municipal Court in Chicago began using psychiatric advice and findings.
The establishment of more clinics for such study followed in: the Recorder's
Court of the City of Detroit in 1919, the Medical Department of the Supreme
Bench in Baltimore in 1925, the New York City Court of General Sessions
in 1931. Many others started, although at present there are only about 10
adult criminal courts utilizing psychiatrists.12 About 20 juvenile courts have
psychiatric clinics attached, and many others avail themselves of a psy-
chiatric service for the study of some offenders.13 Literature14 on the psy-
chiatric study of offenders is extensive, but the sum total of its influence on
the study and management of such individuals has been minimal.
Nor was there much progress in this direction in the Army.15 There were
always too few well-qualified psychiatrists to permit taking the time for con-
sideration of the ways and means whereby we might have influenced the Army
procedure. Certainly the courts-martial system in the Army was no model of
legal perfection. Many times psychiatrists were aware of its blundering.
Therefore it was the more refreshing when Secretary of War Patterson
announced16 some recommendations regarding that system in February, 1947
that were passed by the House of Representatives in January, 1948.
11 See A Dynamic Era of Court Psychiatry. 1914 to 1944, ed. by Agnes A. Sharp, Psychiatric
Institute of the Municipal Court of Chicago, Chicago, 1944.
12 Personal communication from Dr. Manfred Guttmacher, psychiatrist to the Supreme Bench
of Baltimore. *
18 A very small percentage of the 122,831 cases under 21 years of age in 374 courts in 1945
could possibly have had psychiatric study. Juvenile-Court statistics for 1945 from Social Sta-
tistics, Federal Security Agency, Social Security Administration, U.S. Children's Bureau.
14 There have been many scientific investigations of criminals; one of the earliest was William
Healy's The Individual Delinquent, Little, Brown & Company, Boston, 19x5. An interesting
follow-up study on the effect of so-called "'present treatment" of criminals was given by Shel-
den and Eleanor Glueck in Five Hundred Criminal Careers, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1930,
and in Five Hundred Delinquent Women, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1934. The psycho-
analytic interpretation of behavior of criminals was set forth by William Healy and Augusta
F. Bronner in New Ught On Delinquency and Its Treatment, Yale University Press, New
Haven, 1936, and also by Franz Alexander and Hugo Staub in The Criminal, The Judge and
The Public, The Maonillan Company, New York, 1930. Two of the outstanding studies of the
adolescent are those of S. W. Hartwell in Fifty-Five Bad Boys, Alfred A. Knopf, New York,
1931, and August Aicbhorn's Wayward Youth, The Viking Press, New York, 1936.
15 Maybe the Navy did better than we in the Army* Captain Francis Braceland stated, "From
a psychiatric standpoint, disciplinary cases are being handled in a more enlightened manner in
the Navy than they are in many of our civilian' courts." Quoted by Albert Deutsch in One
Hundred Years of American Psychiatry, Columbia University Press, New York, 1944, p. 439*
16 Associated Press news release, "Moves to Permit G.L's to Sit on Court-Martial/' in Topeka
(Kansas) Daily Capttai, Feb, 21, I947J Associated Press news release, "Army Court Bill
O.K/' Jan. 15, 1948.